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Minutes of WDSF’s  

2013 Annual General Meeting 
Held in Shanghai, CHINA 

Sunday, June 16, 2013. 
 
 
Mr. Freitag advised members that he took great pleasure in welcoming to the meeting the 
following distinguished guests; 
 

• Madame Hu Jiayan whose positions include Vice President of the Chinese National 
Olympic Committee (CNOC) and Vice President of the Chinese DanceSport 
Federation (CDSF).   

• Mr. Su Weimin Deputy Director of Shanghai Municipal Sports Administration, and  
• Madame Cheng Xiaoyu Vice Governor of Huangpu District Government of 

Shanghai and Vice President of the Chinese DanceSport Federation. 
 
On behalf of CNOC and CDSF, Madame Hu welcomed delegates and thanked WDSF for 
granting this AGM to China.  She explained that DanceSport was quite popular in China as 
it promoted health, happiness and led to an improved life for the 30,000,000 people who 
practiced DanceSport in China. 
 
China has played a very active role as members of WDSF, and WDSF events have provided 
the platform to learn from each other.  So far some 800 athletes have registered for WDSF 
ID Cards and many more are still to follow. 
 
Madame Hu Jiayan explained that Chinese DanceSport had developed enormously in the 
last decade but there was long way to go and they welcome the help and guidance of 
WDSF and want to do more for the DanceSport and Olympic family. 
 
China was committed to working hard for this beloved, charming and passionate sport and 
China welcomes the huge amount of fans and greater communication and guidance from 
WDSF as we work together to attain acceptance as an Olympic Sport. 
 
Last of all Madame Hu Jiayan thanked delegates and all the people in Shanghai that had 
made the AGM a great success. 
 
Mr. Freitag sincerely thanked Madame Hu Jiayan, the CNOC, The Ministry of Sport, 
Government representatives and CDSF for all their efforts and support for DanceSport as 
an Olympic Program sport.  On behalf of WDSF Mr. Freitag presented gifts to Madame Hu 
Jiayan and the other Government officials. 
 
The meeting acclaimed Madame Hu Jiayan, the Chinese National Olympic Committee, the 
Ministry of Sport, the Government and CDSF for their outstanding work and support. 
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1. President’s Opening remarks  

The WDSF Long and Distinguished Service Award  

Posthumous Presentation   

Mr. Ko de Mooy, The Netherlands  

1945 - 2013  

The President made the following speech in presenting the 2013 Long and 
Distinguished Service Award. 

“I want to speak about our exceptional friend Mr. Ko de Mooy, of The Netherlands.  
You know that he died from cancer two months ago, at the age of 67 years. 

Ko de Mooy was the Chair of the WDSF Anti-doping Commission from 2002 until his 
death in 2013.  While he was Chair, WDSF progressed from no Anti-doping, to one of 

the best Anti-doping programs. in the sporting world. 

He and his wife Jeanne began DanceSport competition in 1986. In 1991 they were 
Dutch Senior I Champions.    

But then Ko had a serious heart attack.   His had to slow down and take a quieter job.  
He completed a Master of Laws degree.  The title of his Thesis was “The Legislative 

Basis of Doping Controls in Sport”.   

During this time Ko performed the first Anti-doping controls in the Netherlands for the 
Dutch WDSF Member body.  He also attended the 2001 WDSF AGM in Lausanne.  

After that he became Chairman of our Anti-Doping Commission in 2002. 

He started our important system of Anti-doping controls.  He was known all over the 

world as a very hard worker and a man who insisted that WDSF must have very high 
standards.  He did not make life easy for us, but, he made sure that WDSF 
DanceSport was a fair and clean sport with 1st class Anti-Doping policies and controls.   

He travelled all over the world for many years to perform Anti-doping at WDSF World 
Championships, Grand Slams. and other competitions. He became a symbol of the 

high standards which WDSF expects of everyone in our sport.  We could not have 
done this job without him. 

Several years ago he became very sick with throat cancer.  He received many painful 

treatments but he recovered his health.   When he was healthy again – he 
immediately started travelling and working for WDSF Anti-Doping again.   
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Unfortunately his cancer returned and he suffered more pain and bad health.  But 

even when he was sick in bed and could not swallow, he continued to work for us.  He 
insisted on working as WDSF Anti-Doping Chair until about 10 days before he died.   

He never stopped trying to help us. 

For all these reasons, the WDSF Presidium is proud to present the WDSF Long and 
Distinguished Award to The Late Ko de Mooy of The Netherlands. 

I ask you to stand with me to show your appreciation of Ko de Mooy’s life and work.” 

[STANDING APPLAUSE] 

The President thanked members and advised that he would speak to Ko de Mooy’s 
wife Jeanne to inform her about this honor and send her the meetings greetings and 
congratulations for Ko. 

 

The President called the 2012 WDSF Annual General Meeting to Order at 

10.15. 

On behalf of the Presidium and Members, Mr. Freitag welcomed all 
participants to the meeting.    

A special welcome was provided to:  

President of WRRC Miriam Kerpan-Izak  

President of WBTF Sandi Wiemers  

IPC Wheelchair Technical Committee Grethe Andersen  

President UCWDC Org. Committee Jeff Bartholomew  

Vice-President of the IDO Michael Wendt 
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Mr. Freitag also welcomed new Presidents: 

 

Mr. Gevorg Markosyan, Armenia                 (Not Present) 

 
Mr. Branko Savanovic, Bosnia & Herzegovina    (Not Present) 
 

Mr. Tivoeaone Mojatale,  Botswana             (Present)                     
Mrs. Silvia Zhivova, Bulgaria                  (Not Present) 

 
Mr. Antoni Antoniou, Cyprus                  (Not present) 
 

Mrs. Leena Liusvaara, Finland                  (Present) 
 

Mr. Heru Sutantio, Indonesia                  (Present) 
 
Mr. Christian Zamblera, Italy                  (Present) 

 
Mr. Khagic Torkomian, Lebanon                  (Not Present) 

 
Mr. Hans Nielsen, Zimbabwe                  (Not Present) 
 
            \ 

Mr. Freitag also welcomed new WDSF Full Members: 

Mrs. Lindita Spaho, President, Albania  (Not Present) 

 

Excused from this meeting:  

Mr. Rudi Baumann, Honorary Life President of the WDSF 

Mr. Daniel Stehlin, Chairman WDSF DC 

Ms. Natasa Ambroz, Second Vice President 

 

Mr. Freitag thanked Delegates and continued with the meeting by confirming that 
according to Article 21 of the WDSF Statutes, the meeting will be conducted at all 
times in English.  Delegates were requested to make sure they went to the 
microphone to speak and to speak loudly and slowly. 

In accordance with a decision of the Presidium, it was decided that as President Mr. 
Freitag would conduct the meeting to the end. 
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Mr. Freitag confirmed that unless the meeting was delayed, a coffee break should 
occur from around 11.30 until 12.00 and Lunch would be between 1.00 and 2.00. 

2. Roll Call and Ascertainment of Votes 

56 Country Bodies represented (112 votes) including 13 proxies. 

3 Associate Members (6 votes exercised).  

1 Provisional Members (no vote). 

TOTAL NUMBER OF VOTES  --  118 

50% + 1 majority  -- 60 

2/3 majority  -- 78  

ATTENDANCE OF MEMBER BODIES & ASSOCIATE MEMBER BODIES: 

Full Member Bodies Represented (2 votes each):  
Argentina (Proxy to Ecuador), Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan (Proxy to Russia), 
Belgium, Bulgaria (Proxy to Malaysia), Canada, Chile (Proxy to France), China, 
Chinese Taipei, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Ecuador, England, Estonia, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hong Kong, Hungary, Iceland (Proxy to Sweden), India, 
Israel, Italy, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Kyrgyzstan (Proxy to Singapore), Latvia, 
Lebanon (Proxy to France), Lithuania, Macau (Proxy to Malaysia), Malaysia, Mexico 
(Proxy to Ecuador), New Zealand, Norway, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Russia, San Marino (Proxy to Greece), Serbia (Proxy to Romania), Singapore, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Ukraine, USA, Vietnam 
(Proxy to Korea), Wales (Proxy to Canada).   

56 Full members represented by delegates, 13 members by proxies 

Provisional Member Bodies (no votes):  
Botswana 

Associate Member Bodies Represented (2 votes each): WRRC, UCWDC & WBTF. 
3 Associate Members (six votes) 

Honorary Life Member (1 vote) 
None 

Other Federations represented 
International Paralympic Committee Wheelchair DanceSport (IPC) 

International Dance Organization (IDO) 
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3. Approval of the Agenda  

The President asked members to approve the Agenda as proposed and circulated. 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 

4. Allocation of Time 

Mr. Freitag said he believed that a balance needed to be achieved to provide 
Delegates the right to discuss matters while at the same time being efficient in the 
conduct of the meeting.  As a result, he proposed that each speaker could speak for a 
maximum of 3 minutes on a subject.  The mover of any motion will be allowed 5 
minutes’ initial argument and further time to respond at the end of debate. 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 

5. Appointment of Scrutineers 

The following Delegates were nominated by the Presidium to count votes when 
necessary to determine the outcome of a Motion: 

Antero Koponen, Finland 

George Yip, Hong Kong 

Lydia Scardina, USA 

Karen Larson, Ecuador 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 

6. Confirmation of the Minutes of the 2012 Annual General Meeting 

There were no objections to the minutes of the last AGM, therefore they deemed to be 
passed unanimously without amendment. 
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7. President’s Report 

Delegates were referred to the detailed written report on the WDSF website. 

Flemming Rijs complimented the President on his written report however, he was 
concerned that he would distinguish between important and unimportant members. 

The President explained that China, Italy and Russia have many athletes and officials 
and so one can understand their aspirations to have a seat inside the Presidium.  
However, he definitely did not wish to denigrate other members and he sincerely 
apologized if members took offence. 

Mr. Rijs believed that all members are equal with equal opportunities.  He believed it 
was wrong to point out three members. In Mr. Rijs’ second question he asked what 
WDSF’s highest decision body and what is second. 

The President explained that he believed that the AGM, then the Presidium then the 
MC. 

JF responded that the long answer would take 1.5 hours.  The short answer under the 
Statutes is that the first organ is the AGM, second, the Presidium which represents the 
AGM, and the third organ is the MC which is elected to manage.  The MC does manage 
like most businesses.   

Mr. Braton from Norway stated that he was very satisfied with the Presidents report.  
He also complimented the work on PR and Branding and supported the use of WDSF’s 
Reserves to develop new income streaMs..  He believed that the President and 
Presidium have provided a pathway to looking forward for the next 4 years. 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 

8. First Vice-President’s Report 

Delegates were referred to the detailed written report on the WDSF website. 

The Swedish delegate Lena Arvidsson believed that it was a very good report with a 
great deal of detailed information. Her question related to the future of Vision 2012 as 
it was now 2013.  She wanted to know what the next steps were to move forward as a 
DanceSport family.  In addition, she wanted an AGM and WDSF which was 
representative of the full range of DanceSport disciplines and where Standard and 
Latin would be treated as just disciplines. 

LH agreed that Vision 2012 was very important and would therefore need to be 
renamed.  Mr. Hinder also agreed that we have to be one Federation with many 
disciplines and that we should cover many more to reach our goals.   
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Mr. Hinder did not believe that anyone could say how long it would take to reach our 
goals but they will continue to be developed over time.  He believed that there would 
be more Federations as part of DanceSport and that WDSF’s structure would change 
internally. 

Mr. Hinder also believed that one day unified DanceSport bodies covering a range of 
disciplines would exist at International and National levels.  However, he did not 
support forcing members at a National level to unify.  He believed that this was a very 
long term evolutionary process and not a takeover. 

Mr. Hinder explained that the new Presidium would need to strategically determine 
how we continue to develop and who is in or out of our Vision whatever we call it. 

It was explained by Mr. Hinder that in this evolution, it would be necessary to increase 
the contract conditions for Associate Members to integrate whilst retaining authority 
for their disciplines.  Just purely different divisions with different disciplines one day. 

In Mr. Hinder’s opinion, we may be strongly committed to the vision but we may not 
be there to witness the end. 

Sweden hoped for constructive dialogue with all Federations as part of WDSF and not 
just to concentrate on Latin and Standard if we are talking worldwide.  She believed 
that we need to be open minded and inclusive. 

LH promised that it would be open to develop in this manner but that Latin and 
Standard had reached certain levels and we cannot and should not diminish our 
achievements.  Sometimes you need to show direction without an appropriate or 
immediate return. 

Sweden believed that it was important to maintain the character of each division and 
discipline. 

CF thanked Sweden who has made much more progress than many other members in 
unifying the disciplines and Federations. 

As President of Rock n Roll, Miriam Kerpan Izak advised that WRRC had happily been 
an Associate member of WDSF since 1996.   She confirmed that WRRC had no 
problems. signing the new contract to make even more connection with WDSF but 
they would really like to see end of road.  Her concern is that all delegates should 
have the same vision and many members do not even practice WRRC dances and so 
she would like to understand how rock and roll can be unified at a national level.  She 
believed that we live in two parallel worlds and we must find a way to come together 
and this has already happened in many countries.  She asked delegates to please try 
to think on National levels that we are all Dancesport.   

When she goes to the WRRC AGM, her delegates say that they have to do this but 
what do we get back?  Of course WRRC is very happy with Anti-Doping, WDSF Games, 
Masters Games but we must all work towards common goals.  
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LH asked Sweden to offer help to members with the process as to how to integrate. 

LH thanked delegates who spoke and was very happy for the reaction from delegates 
in acknowledging the synergies which existed for all Federations with communication, 
marketing, branding and financing.  He agreed that DanceSport is the brand and we 
all need to unify behind that brand. 

We can only show leadership through the common goal and Mr. Hinder promised that 
the AGM will need to decide on the necessary changes as we develop. 

Franz Allert, the President of DTV explained that he had read the reports from LH and 
CF and listened very carefully.  He understood that we had global goals and visions 
but the issue is that we need to do our homework at a National level.  Mr. Allert was 
interested to know the next steps of the Presidium.  He heard about conducting 
meetings with IDO after the WDSF Games.  He was also concerned that the WBTF 
contract would end in August and he asked what concrete steps could be taken to 
seek a renewal. 

Sandi Weimers, the President of WBTF explained that they had only been involved for 
2 years and during this time attended WDSF meetings.  She believed that at present it 
was all about the ten dances and although she has enjoyed her involvement and what 
she has learned she needs to see progress towards restructuring.  Not just ten dance.  
So it was very difficult to go back to WBTF and cannot see sufficient progress at the 
moment.  Mrs Weimers agreed with Mr. Wendt from IDO, that in order for the project 
to proceed that they must be equally represented within the Presidium.  WBTF have 
conducted many world events over many years.  The WBTF want to work together 
whilst remaining separate. 

LH explained that the contract with WBTF had not been terminated but it merely 
comes to an end on 31st August this year.  It is just an expiry date.  He can 
understand that WBTF needs more time to work out if they are part of DanceSport and 
WDSF.  He also believed that WDSF would be happy to bring WBTF back in to the 
WDSF and Olympic family but they need to be fully committed to the project.  Mr. 
Hinder agreed and accepted that it was not a perfect project.  Hopefully, WBTF would 
be back soon once they determine a clear position if they believe they are DanceSport. 

Mr. Per-Olof Larsson from Sweden liked the reports very much. However even though 
he attended the last Open Forum, his name was not mentioned and he asked for a 
change in the minutes.  LH apologised and agreed to change the minutes but 
explained that they were not his minutes but minutes of the Swiss facilitator, Mr. 
Schaffer.  

Sweden agreed that it was important to take part in open discussions.  He was in 
Barcelona in 2006 and a great deal had been achieved since then and he agreed that 
WDSF should take in different disciplines.  Although WDSF had only been Standard 
and Latin, he strongly agreed that we need to expand our vision.  He also believed 
that it was important to develop and broaden the DanceSport family.  He hoped that 
WBTF considers staying and that we achieve benefits for all members. 
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The President Carlos Freitag assured members that WDSF was also disappointed that 
WBTF cannot make a decision yet.  In addition, he explained that WBTF were invited 
to the WDSF Games in Kaohsiung, but they would not accept the financial conditions.  
Mr. Freitag also explained that the Associate Members Agreements were reviewed by 
the IOC Sports department and they were very supportive.   

Mr. Freitag also confirmed that WBTF would be conducting a meeting in Feb 2014.  If 
they agreed at that time to be part of the DanceSport and Olympic family then WDSF 
would be open to accept.  In addition, the President confirmed that if necessary, he 
was prepared to go to the WBTF meeting to answer any questions.  WDSF did not 
want to take over Baton Twirling or any other Federation.  However, WDSF did want to 
establish autonomous divisions inside WDSF.  He explained that currently only 10 to 
12 member bodies were correctly structured worldwide.  He referred delegates to 
review the Presidium minutes on this topic when they were published. 

Mr. Harald Brathen from Norway spoke that they had created new a new Organisation 
to bring in all the disciplines.  Under the NOC and Paralympics they also want one 
organisation.  The want to include WRRC and WBTF into WDSF but it could be done at 
a level above existing organisations.  Norway supported the WDSF vision. 

Flemming Rijs congratulated LH on his report and agreed that much had been 
achieved.  However, what was missing in Mr. Hinder’s report was the detail that had 
been promised from last year’s AGM to detail how legal fees had been spent on the 
review of the Code of Conduct.  Mr. Hinder explained that Mr. Tilenni, the WDSF 
Treasurer could answer this question once it came to his report. 

Drago Sulek from Slovenia explained that they were one of the countries where these 
disciplines are all under one Federation.  Although it started from Standard and Latin it 
had now changed very dramatically.  He believed that if members develop along this 
path there is no doubt that things will change.  He also believed that it was very 
important to commit to making these changes.   Mr. Sulek also explained that 
currently there were 3000 athletes in his country in IDO disciplines and only 300 in 
Standard and Latin.  In his opinion we must find a solution to keep IDO into WDSF. 

MR. HINDERS REPORT WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 

9. General Secretary’s Report 

Delegates were referred to the detailed written report on the WDSF website. 

MR. TAY’S REPORT WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 
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10. Finances / Treasurer’s Report (Tony Tilenni, WDSF Treasurer) 

Mr. Tilenni commented that at the PD AGM, Verena Sulek the Treasurer of the PD 
explained that Treasurers were normally hated.  He preferred to say that Treasurers 
were not always loved by Members.   
 
Mr. Tilenni referred delegates to his detailed written reports, Audited Accounts and 
Budgets on pages 50 to 85 of the WDSF General Meeting Handbook. 
 

 10.1 Balance Sheet as at December 31, 2012 and Income and Expenditure 

Account 

 

Mr. Tilenni confirmed that the accounts were sent by e-mail by our General 
Secretary as required by the WDSF Statutes. 
 
The Treasurer provided an overview of the Financial Statements and confirmed 
that the Audited surplus for the 2012 year was CHF247,332 (2011 Surplus 
CHF382,763). 
 
Mr. Tilenni was asked as to why the amount spent on Legal Fees of CHF81,246 
was so high compared to the budget.  The Treasurer explained that there was a 
legal case during the year the costs of which had not been anticipated and that 
the majority of these legal fees related to this case.  He also confirmed that the 
case had now been settled. The terms. of the settlement were commercial and 
in confidence and so he could not be more specific. 
 
Mr. Tilenni explained that if necessary, WDSF had no hesitation in taking legal 
action to protect itself, DanceSport and members interests. 
 
The meeting unanimously accepted Mr. Tilenni’s report and the 2012 Audited 
Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Account. 
 

10.2 Auditor’s Report 

 
The report of the Auditor, LIGUSTER Treuhand- und Verwaltungs-AG, of Zurich, 
Switzerland, dated May 15, 2013 was sent to Members by the General 
Secretary as required by the WDSF Statutes.  The Auditor’s report is also 
included in the booklet for this AGM. 
 
The meeting unanimously accepted the Auditor’s reports. 

 
The Treasurer explained that under the WDSF Statutes the Auditors needed to 
be reappointed at this AGM. 
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The meeting unanimously reappointed the Auditor’s, LIGUSTER 

Treuhand- und Verwaltungs-AG, of Zurich, Switzerland until the next 
WDSF AGM in 2017. 

 

10.3 Adoption of the Financial Examiner’s Report 

 

Mr. Tilenni asked Professor Dr. Kiyotaka Uzaki, Member of the WDSF Finance 
Commission and Financial Examiner, to present his Financial Examiner’s Report 
for the year ended December 31, 2012.  The report is reproduced below; 
 
“Dear Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
On behalf of the WDSF Financial Commission, I am pleased to present the 

Financial Examiner's Report at this year’s WDSF General Meeting. 
We have thoroughly discussed the financial future and strategies of the WDSF in 
the Financial Commission. 

 
In addition, I have carefully examined the financial statements, balance sheet 

and statement of income & expenses. Consequently, I have come to the 
conclusion that these financial statements accurately reflect the current 
financial situation of the WDSF. 

 
The global financial crisis has impacted on the world economy as well as the 

WDSF's revenues. However, the impact of the crisis was not overly worrisome 
as it was contained as much as possible. 
 

As comparing with 2009, after the Lehman Shock, even if Total Operating 
Expenses increases by 53.31%, Total Operating Income and Profit increase by 

60.62% and 88.96% respectively. This is a remarkable achievement by the 
Presidium members, especially Mr. Tony Tilenni and Mr. Lucas Hinder. 
 

I am deeply grateful to both of you for your cooperation and valuable 
contributions. 

 
I report you with confidence that the statement has the completeness, 

orderliness, clarity, accuracy, and economy.” 
 
Kiyotaka Uzaki 

Financial Examiner, WDSF 
 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 
 
Before leaving the floor, Mr. Tilenni thanked Mr. Hinder and Professor Dr. Uzaki 
as Members of the WDSF Finance Commission, and the President and all other 
Members of the Presidium and Member Federations for their continued support.  
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10.4 Adoption of the 2013 WDSF Budget 

 
Mr. Tilenni explained that strategically, the 2013 budget presented the most 
significant change in WDSF’s financial and organisational structure ever.   
 
For many years Mr. Tilenni confirmed that he had been reporting to delegates 
that WDSF needed to significantly grow our professional and administrative 
support base and that WDSF had been building our financial Capital in order to 
do this. 
 
In this regard, from December 2007 it was confirmed that WDSF had 
successfully grown its Capital from CHF1,759,324 to CHF2,913,427.  Mr. Tilenni 
was now asking members, for the first time, to potentially risk a deficit 
CHF103,300 or 3.6% of WDSF’s Capital to allow WDSF to substantially increase 
expenditures on Marketing, Grand Slams, Information Technology, Secretariate, 
the IOC lobby campaign, and the WDSF Games, in order to build WDSF for its 
future growth and development as an IOC Recognised Sports Federation.   
 
The Budget changes were instrumental and necessary to allow WDSF to develop 
new incomes streams over the next 10 years to: 
 
•  reduce our dependence on fee income,   
•  maximise DanceSport’s exposure on TV through EuroSport and the Grand 

Slam Series,  
•  increase Sponsorship and Marketing and,  
•  help achieve financial and organisational goals and objectives.  
 
Mr. Tilenni also alerted Members that the Presidium may need to make further 
changes to the budget during the year to meet changing circumstances. 
 
The meeting unanimously accepted Mr. Tilenni’s report and the 2013 

Budget. 
 

10.5 Adoption 2014 WDSF Provisional Budget 

 
 The meeting unanimously accepted the 2014 Budget. 
 

11. Report of the Sports Director ( Chair – Marco Sietas) 

Delegates were referred to the detailed written reports on the WDSF website. 

Mr. Larsson from Denmark believed that the development of the new judging system 
was very positive, but that in relation to testing the new systems. greater 
communication and input from members was required.  He also believed that the new 
system needs time and should be tested with lower level athletes and not just the 
highest level. 
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Mr. Sietas believed that WDSF was on the right track with our new Adjudication 
system to be transparent and objective in our sport.  Of course he also agreed that we 
have to continually improve.  He believed that the new system was effectively already 
supported by the Olympic Movement as it was based on existing IOC accepted 
Adjudication systems. 

He also explained that the system had been refined over the last four years.  The 
format has been the main change.  The Grand Slams (GS) is a project of the Managing 
Committee and that is why WDSF had been able to use the new system at the GS – 
they are not part of Competition Rules. 

Mr. Larson also expressed his concerns that there were now too many World Opens 
and WDSF needed to be careful. 

MS. explained that the concept of the World Opens came from Sports Commission and 
were very valuable as they include prize money for athletes.  The pilot project had 
now concluded and from 2014 every member can only have two World Opens and the 
conditions on the number of countries and adjudicators must be fulfilled.  There would 
be no exceptions in the future. 

Mr. Larson just wanted to know why some age group Championships should not be 
closed. 

Mr. Sietas explained that closed event organisers would then need to pay 2 hotel 
nights for say 60 to 80 couples and he believed that WDSF should keep these events 
open. 

APPROVED 2 abstentions 

 

12. Report of the Membership Commission (Chair - Marco Sietas)    

Delegates were referred to the detailed written reports on the WDSF website. 

Botswana commented on Africa being the next destination and applauds the 
Commission on wanting to expand into this important continent.  However, he 
believed that WDSF should suspend delisting of African Members – Madagascar and 
Namibia. 

MS. explained that WDSF was not moving now to Africa but trying to provide support 
through trainers and Congresses.  This is not quite the same as South America where 
we have experienced great success with the trainer program. 

MS. did not believe that WDSF could allow bodies to continue to be members where 
they no longer existed or operated. 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 
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13. Report of the WDSF Disciplinary Council (Chair – Daniel Stehlin) 

Delegates were referred to the detailed written reports on the WDSF website. 

APPROVED 

 

14. Report of the Statutes and Legal Commission (Chair - Jim Fraser) 

Delegates were referred to the detailed written reports on the WDSF website. 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 

15. Report of the Anti-Doping Commission (Mr. James Fraser) 

Delegates were referred to the detailed written reports on the WDSF website. 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 

16. Report of the Communication Department (Chair - Heidi Götz) 

Delegates were referred to the detailed written reports on the WDSF website. 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 

17. Report of the Education Department (Chair - Natasa Ambroz) 

Delegates were referred to the detailed written reports on the WDSF website. 

Mr. Larsson from Denmark asked about the Technique Books and the group of people 
behind each and who controlled the legal intellectual property rights. 

The President explained that the names of the authors are in each book and the 
intellectual property rights were owned by WDSF. 

Mr. Larsson believed that there were many competent people including World 
Champions who disagree with these books and he disagrees with the process which 
was used to develop the books. 
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MS. believed that these things should have been discussed during the ForuMs. on 
Saturday but he explained that at least WDSF had started the development of 
Technique Books and that the books will evolve over time.  The books are based on 
the developments and progress over the last 60 to 70 years.  He also explained that 
even with current books, the same problem existed that irrespective of who authored 
such books, including the Walter Laird text, there would be questions and 
disagreements – that was the nature of DanceSport. 

MS. explained that many prominent persons were involved including PD members in 
the review of the Books. 

CF explained that it had taken 6 years so far and WDSF had been asking many people 
to help but it could never come together.  Finally three years ago WDSF found people 
who could develop them. The President explained that of course it would not again last 
for 60 to 70 years like the old books.  The books will evolve, they are a work in 
progress, and, he expected change on a frequent basis.  As part of this evolution, the 
books could eventually be produced and licensed online. 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED  

 

18. Report of the Athletes Commission (Chair – Zoran Plohl) 

Delegates were referred to the detailed written reports on the WDSF website. 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 

19. Report of the WDSF PD (PD Director – Alexander Melnikov) 

Delegates were referred to the detailed written reports on the WDSF website. 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 

20. Approval of the Presidium‘s Work 

Mr. Hubert Maesschaick from Belgium moved the motion to approve the 
Presidium’s work in the last twelve months.  The following is a very brief 

overview of his speech to the motion: 

During the last year the Presidium largely worked on a voluntary basis to bring WDSF 
to a higher level.  Although it is a significant honour to be elected to the Presidium but 
then the intensive work really starts. Of course the Presidium can never make 
everyone happy and the changes over the last three years have been enormous.   
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Mr. Maesschaick sincerely thanked all the members of the Presidium for their 
commitment and work. He then asked delegates to support the work of the Presidium 
to develop WDSF for the future. 

Mr. Brathen from Norway commented that he believed that all Associate members 
needed to report during AGM’s   

Mr. Freitag advised Mr. Brathen that he had no doubt that the Presidium wanted this 
to occur next year. 

The motion approving the Presidium’s work was UNANIMOUSLY approved. 

  

21. Presidium’s Motions 

Please be advised that the full wording of the Presidium’s proposed motions 
(1 – 4) was available for perusal and download from April 16, 2013 at the 

WDSF website. The link to the motions was: 

http://www.worlddancesport.org/Event/Meeting/AGM-Shanghai 

21.1 Motion 1: to amend the WDSF Competition Rules 

1. MOVED, at the request of the WDSF Sports Commission, that 

Rule C.6.6.1 of the WDSF Competition Rules be amended as 

shown below by strikeouts, underlining and coloured 

highlighting:   

6.1 In all WDSF Championships, WDSF Cups and WDSF Grand 
SlaMs. competit ions granted under these Rules, Chairmen, 
and Adjudicators and all other officials (including, but not limited to, 
any speaker, chairman, scrutineer or other manager) serve as a team 
and shall dress or costume as follows: 

 
Men: black or midnight-blue business suit, dress shirt, WDSF 
necktie, dress shoes; 
 
Women: black or midnight-blue business suit with either skirt 
or trousers, dress blouse, WDSF scarf. 

 

REASONS:    
1. the transitional period of this dress code has now 

concluded, and so all officials at WDSF-granted 

competitions should now be dressed as part of the WDSF 
team.  

 
APPROVED – 6 abstentions 
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2. MOVED, at the request of the WDSF Sports Commission, that 

Rule E.2.2.1 of the WDSF Competition Rules be amended as 

shown below by strikeouts, underlining and coloured 

highlighting:   

 
2.1 The following age restrictions are obligatory in WDSF 

Competitions: 
 
 Juvenile I: reach 9th birthday or less in the calendar year 
 Juvenile II: reach 10th and 11th birthday in the calendar year 

 Junior I: reach 12th and 13th birthday in the calendar year 
 Junior II: reach 14th and 15th birthday in the calendar year 
 Youth: reach 16th, 17th & 18th birthday in the calendar year 
 Adult: reach 19th birthday or more in the calendar year 
 
 Senior I: one partner must have reached his or her 35th 

birthday or more in the calendar year. The other 
partner must have reached her or his 30th birthday 
or more in the calendar year 

  Senior II: one partner must have reached his or her 45th 
birthday or more in the calendar year. The other 
partner must have reached her or his 40th birthday 
or more in the calendar year 

 Senior III: one partner must have reached his or her 55th 
birthday or more in the calendar year. The other 
partner must have reached her or his 50th birthday 
or more in the calendar year 

 Senior IV: one partner must have reached his or her 65th 
birthday or more in the calendar year. The other 
partner must have reached her or his 60th birthday 
or more in the calendar year, 

 
except in Open Competitions as follows: 

 
 Under 21 reach 16th to 20th birthday in the calendar year 

  
Two age-groups may be combined in one competitive event, e.g. 
Juvenile I and II in one joint age group or Junior I and II in one joint 
age group. 
 
Junior I couples may compete in Junior II competitions; Junior II couples 
may compete in 
Youth competitions. 
 
Youth couples and Senior couples may compete in Adult competitions. 
In all age groups one partner of a couple may be younger, except in the 
Senior age groups. 
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REASONS:    

1.  the strong development of WDSF Senior DanceSport has 

resulted in requests to the Presidium for these changes, to 

promote greater participation, greater fairness and greater 

efficiency. 

2. the Presidium has concluded that the growing demands 

from increasingly healthy and competitive older athletes 

require the creation of a Senior IV age category so that 

WDSF can continue to provide strong competitive 

opportunities for them.  The Presidium also proposes that 

this Meeting create a Senior IV Open World Championship 

Standard as a pilot project for this age category.  

APPROVED 2 against and 2 abstentions – applicable 1st Jan 

2014. 

 
3. MOVED, at the request of the WDSF Sports Commission, that a 

new Rule E.4.4.2.4 be added to the WDSF Competition Rules 

after Rule E.4.4.2.3, and that the Rules which presently follow 

Rule E.4.4.2.3 be renumbered accordingly:   

4.2.4 Senior IV 
 
a) Type of competitions: 
 
 Senior IV Open World Championships are held: 
 aa) In the Standard dances 

  (Waltz, Tango, Viennese Waltz, Slow Foxtrot and Quickstep) 
 
b) Invitation: 

Invitations must be sent to all WDSF Member bodies 
 
c) Eligibility: 

All couples of the highest competitive category of a WDSF 
Member body are eligible to participate, but a couple´s 
application for entry may only be made by the relevant WDSF 
Member body. 

 
d) Reimbursement of expenses: 

No travel expenses, no hotel accommodation, provided that all 
couples advancing to the quarter-final shall be paid a 
minimum lump sum reimbursement of CHF 150,00. 
Reimbursement of WDSF Chairman and WDSF Adjudicators shall 
be made by the Organizer according to Rule B 6 and appendix. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

2013 WDSF Annual General Meeting  16th June 2013 
Shanghai (CHINA)  page 20 of 33 

REASONS:   same as for Motion #2 above. 

  
 UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 
 

21.2 Motion 2: to amend the WDSF Competition Rules 

 

1. MOVED, at the request of the WDSF Sports Commission, that 

Rule D.4 of the WDSF Competition Rules be amended as shown 

below by strikeouts and coloured highlighting: 

 

Rule D.4 Advertising and Competition Number Cards 

4.1 Competition Number Cards may only be used if they comply with 

the requirements set out in Appendix 1 to these Rules. 

4.2 In all WDSF Competitions Advertising by up to four sponsors is 

allowed on a couple´s competition costumes. A man or boy may 

advertise up to three sponsors, and a woman or girl may 

advertise only one sponsor. The size of the advertisement may be 

no more than 40 square cm for each sponsor. Such advertising 

may only be displayed and located on the waist, chest or sleeves. 

4.3 Advertising on a couple’s Competition Number Card of the couple 

may not exceed 20% of the size of the competition number on 

that card. 

4.4 The size of couples’ competition number card may not exceed DIN 

A5 plus 20 % reserved for advertising. Couples must accept the 

Competition Number Card as issued and may not tamper with or 

reduce the size of the number card. 

4.5  The number on any Competition Number Card may not exceed 

three numerals. 
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REASONS: 

1. Adjudicators and all other competition officials must be 

able to read cards easily and accurately. However, some 

producers design and produce cards which are also for the 

purpose of promotion, advertising and other goals, which 

can be difficult to read, and which as a result complicate 

and obstruct the work of adjudicators and other 

competition officials. The primary purpose of cards is to 

identify couples, but currently the WDSF Competition Rules 

do not provide guidance and authority to require that 

cards be designed primarily for the purpose of identifying 

couples on the competition floor, in order to reduce these 

probleMs. when they are discovered. 

2. The WDSF Sports Commission has prepared a careful draft 

Appendix to the WDSF Competition Rules for this purpose. 

It is preferable to add these technical specifications as an 

Appendix to the WDSF Competition Rules so that the Rules 

can be a shorter document that is easier to use. 

3. The title of the Rule should be changed because the 

amended Rule will be expanded to regulate more than 

advertising. The amended Rule would be about many 

aspects of the Competition Number Cards. 

4. The other changes make the Rule shorter and make it 

easier to understand. 

 UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 

2. MOVED, at the request of the WDSF Sports Commission, that the 

WDSF Competition Rules be amended by adding the attached 

document as Appendix 1 to the WDSF Competition Rules: 

 
  UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 
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21.3   Motion 3: to amend WDSF Adjudicator’s Code of Conduct & Ethics (see 
attached) 

 
3. Rules of Adjudicators 
 

MOVED by the Sports Director, that Part 3 (f) and 3 (q) of the 
WDSF Adjudicators’ Code of Conduct and Standards of Ethics be 

amended as shown below with underlining and red highlighting: 
 
(f) An adjudicator shall not coach, teach, or give any advice to 

any participating couple during an event at which he/she is 
judging, and shall not coach, teach or give any advice at any 

lesson, camp, workshop or other training function which is 
affiliated in any way with a WDSF-granted competition at 
any time during the two-week period prior to the start of 

that competition if s/he has accepted an invitation to 
adjudicate at that competition. 

 
(q)  An adjudicator may not use mobile telephones or portable 

digital-information devices of any kind on or near to the 

competition floor during judging, and on any questions 
arising from this policy the Chairman’s decision shall be 

final. 
 

As an Operating Policy of the Presidium, the above change does not 

need to be voted on by the AGM. 
 

Lukas Hinder referred to the WDSF Forum on the previous day and the 
extended presentation and discussion. He emphasized that this is a technical 
and very legally complex matter, however, for the future it is imperative that 
WDSF has a sound legal basis for all its endeavours in the field of TV, 
Sponsoring and Marketing. 
 
As presented on the Forum the motion of the Presidium will be amended by 
adding one sentence to the footnote 2 in order to facilitate the administration 
for the WDSF Members. The wording of the amended footnote 2 is as follows:  

 
“2) These Regulations were generally revised by the WDSF Annual General 

Meting on June 16, 2013 in Shanghai (CHINA) came into force and 
effect with immediate effect upon their adoption at such meeting 
(version 2.0). With regard to 2.5 and, specifically, the organisers’ 
obligation to inform WDSF about proposed advertisers, this shall 

become enforceable by decision of the WDSF Presidium.” 
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 LH urged all Members to strongly support this amended motion 4 of the 
WDSF Presidium. 

 
The Meeting unanimously supported this amendment (footnote 2) to the 
Motion 4 of the WDSF Presidium. LH realised that there was no 
objection from the meeting. 
 
On behalf of the WDSF Presidium LH presented Motion 4 with this 
amendment (footnote 2) for a vote by the Meeting.  
 

21.4  Motion 4: General Revision of the Regulations of the World DanceSport 

Federation (WDSF) for Television, Broadcasting, New Media, 
Advertising and Sponsorship (Enclosure to the WDSF Financial 

Regulations 2.0) 

 
1. Broadcasting and New Media Regulations 

1.1. The Electronic Media Rights of all competitions granted by the 
WDSF or any division of the WDSF (“WDSF Competitions”) shall 
be the exclusive property of the WDSF. The definition of 
Electronic Media Rights is attached as an annex to these 
Regulations. References in these regulations to “organisers” of 
WDSF Competitions shall, unless the context requires otherwise, 
be construed to mean the WDSF Member Body responsible for 
organising the relevant WDSF Competition. The relevant WDSF 
Member Body shall ensure that other persons involved in the 
organisation of WDSF Competitions shall respect these 
regulations. 

1.2. WDSF ultimately controls the Electronic Media Rights to all WDSF 
Competitions. It does so by applying a set of different criteria 
depending on the nature of the Competition, but always 
consistent with the overriding goal of maximising international 
exposure and revenue for DanceSport. 

1.3. WDSF exploits the Electronic Media Rights to certain World and 
Continental DanceSport Championships, e.g. the five or more 
Championships making up the “Best of DanceSport” series for a 
determined year, either on its own or through a rights agency. 

1.4. WDSF signs written agreements with the organisers of the Grand 
Slam Series defining the relationship between WDSF and the 
organisers regarding the exploitation of the Electronic Media 
Rights at the domestic and the international level. 

1.5. As a condition for organising any of the events described in 1.3 
and 1.4, an international television signal of the highest quality 
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must be produced (whether by a host broadcaster or otherwise), 
as is foreseen in the WDSF Bidding Procedures and outlined in the 
contractual obligations for these events. 

1.6. For all other WDSF Competitions the WDSF (subject to a contrary 
agreement with the organiser) grants the right to exploit the 
domestic Electronic Media Rights to the organisers, as these can 
be used to negotiate an agreement with a host broadcaster and 
to secure exposure in the national territory (minimum 
requirements to be defined by WDSF). If an agreement is reached 
for the national territory and an audio-visual signal is produced, 
the organiser will advise the WDSF so that the WDSF is able to 
exploit such signal in other territories. Subject to a contrary 
agreement between the WDSF and the organiser, the domestic 
media rights are granted to the organiser across all media on a 
royalty-free and exclusive basis (subject to the right of WDSF to 
stream the footage through the WDSF website and other WDSF 
platforMs. and customary carve-outs such as news access) for 
exploitation during the relevant competition and until twelve 
months after the final day of the competition. It is noted that 
WDSF reserves all rights to the international distribution of the 
audio-visual signal, including but not limited to its streaming 
through the WDSF website and other WDSF platforMs.. 

1.7. Organisers and other persons subject to these regulations shall 
undertake any reasonable action necessary to ensure that WDSF 
is and remains the exclusive owner of the Electronic Media Rights 
in the WDSF Competitions. 

1.8. The WDSF Presidium is entitled to negotiate special arrangements 
with the organiser or the relevant WDSF Member Body or 
Federations. 

1.9. Action(s) in accordance with the WDSF Statues will be taken by 
the WDSF Presidium against any WDSF Member Body which acts 
in breach of these regulations. 

2. Advertising and Sponsoring Regulations 

2.1. All advertising, sponsorship and branding rights associated with 
WDSF Competitions (as defined above) shall be the exclusive 
property of the WDSF. 

2.2. Save as set out below, the organisers of the WDSF Competitions 
have the right (subject to a contrary agreement) to exploit the 
advertising, sponsorship and branding rights. 
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2.3. With respect to World and Continental DanceSport Championships 
and the Grand Slam Series, the WDSF shall have the exclusive 
right to sell the title/presenting sponsorship rights. If twelve 
months prior to the event the WDSF negotiations have not been 
successful to sell the title/presenting sponsorship rights reserved 
by the WDSF, then the organiser may, upon confirmation of a 
serious interest from a potential title/presenting sponsor, request 
that WDSF allows it to exploit such rights (such request not to be 
unreasonably refused); in these circuMs.tances, the WDSF and 
the relevant organiser shall keep each other regularly informed 
with respect to the status of any negotiations with any potential 
title/presenting sponsor.  

2.4. When granting the events referred to at 2.3 above, the WDSF will 
inform the organiser which rights and product categories are 
available for the organiser to exploit and which categories will be 
held back by the WDSF. 

2.5. With respect to all WDSF Competitions, the organiser will keep 
the WDSF informed of proposed advertisers so that the WDSF 
reputation is not harmed. Tobacco, strong alcohol, erotic-related 
and political or religious advertising are not permitted; the WDSF 
Presidium may define and notify further categories which are not 
permitted on the basis that they may negatively affect the image 
of DanceSport, the WDSF or the competition in question. The size 
and placing of advertising boards shall be approved by WDSF to 
ensure that they 
• are consistent with any media requirements 
• do not negatively affect the image and presentation of the 

event (including on television) and 
• comply with the regulations for advertising in the determined 

markets. 

2.6. The WDSF Presidium is entitled to negotiate special arrangements 
with the organiser or the relevant WDSF Member Body or 
Federations. 

2.7. Action(s) in accordance with the WDSF Statues will be taken by 
the WDSF Presidium against any WDSF Member Body which acts 
in breach of these regulations. 

3. Private Sponsorship of Couples 

Regulations regarding advertising on competitions dress are set out in 
paragraph D.4 of the WDSF Competition Rules. 
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Zurich/Switzerland, 16 June 2013 
Version 2.0 

 

1) These Regulations were adopted by the 2007 WDSF Annual General Meeting and effective June 

10, 2007 (version 1.0). 

 

2) These Regulations were generally revised by the WDSF Annual General Meeting on June 16, 2013 

in Shanghai (CHINA) came into force and effect with immediate effect upon their adoption at such 

meeting (version 2.0). With regard to 2.5 and, specifically, the organisers’ obligation to inform 

WDSF about proposed advertisers, this shall become enforceable by decision of the WDSF 

Presidium. 

A n n e x 
 

to Regulations of the World DanceSport Federation (WDSF) for 
Electronic Media, New Media, Advertising and Sponsorship 

(Version 2.0) 

 

The Electronic Media Rights are separated into Linear and Non-Linear 
rights. 
 
Linear rights are defined as all intellectual property and other rights or 
interests in the moving video images (with or without sound), including 
without limitation the right to transmit such images for simultaneous 
reception in private or public places through all available technical means 
for broadcast (such as, without limitation, terrestrial transmitters, 
satellite, cable, fibre, telephone lines, mobile telephony, broadband, 
radio or any combination thereof). 
 
Non-Linear rights are defined as all intellectual property and other 
rights or interests in the moving video images (with or without sound), 
including without limitation the right to transmit such images through 
technical means that permit the individual consumer to choose the time 
and place of reception through an interactive accessing of the signal 
(such as, without limitation, internet, video on demand, in-flight film). 
 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED with 2 Abstentions 
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21.5 Motion 5: Presidium’s Motion regarding Professional Division 
Regulations. 

 
WHEREAS the WDSF Professional Division (“PD”) is, in accordance with article 
17 (1) of the WDSF Statutes (the “Statutes”), responsible for the internal 
administration of WDSF with respect to professional DanceSport competitions. 

AND WHEREAS in accordance with article 17 (2) of the Statutes, the PD must 
respect inter alia (i) WDSF’s internal and external administrative jurisdiction, 
and (ii) WDSF’s universal requirements with respect to ethics, anti-doping, 
and other financial administrative and sporting policies, regulations and 
requirements established by WDSF or the WDSF Presidium from time to time. 

AND WHEREAS on the one hand, the PD does enjoy a certain degree of 
freedom with respect to the administration of professional DanceSport within 
the WDSF structure; on the other hand, as an integral part of the WDSF, the 
PD must respect the fundamental principles and rules of the WDSF. 

AND WHEREAS the process initially followed by the PD was to establish full 
sets of regulations which, for the most part, replicate the WDSF’s rules and 
regulations and differ only in certain respects. 

AND WHEREAS the WDSF Presidium and the PD have recognized that this 
process makes it difficult and burdensome to identify the differences between 
the two sets of rules and maintain, on an on-going basis, the principle of 
consistency of the PD rules with WDSF’s fundamental principles and rules.  

AND WHEREAS it has been recognized further that the basic principle should 
be as follows: The general WDSF rules and regulations should apply to the PD 
and the PD should only issue regulations when specific supplementary 
regulations are necessary for the good administration of the PD and 
professional DanceSport. 

AND WHEREAS the implementation of this principle will require a working 
group to be constituted to (i) discuss and agree upon the specific regulations 
needed and (ii) establish PD rules which are, as a general rule, supplementary 
to the corresponding WDSF rules (“Supplementary PD Rules”). 

AND WHEREAS in the meantime, the rules and regulations already issued by 
the PD will continue to apply subject to observance of art. 17 (2) of the 
Statutes.  

AND WHEREAS it is clarified, in particular, that the provisions of D.2.2 of the 
WDSF Competitions Rules regarding nationality are part of the universal WDSF 
requirements and are therefore applicable to the PD.  
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MOVED, that the principle described above in respect of the establishment of 
Supplementary PD Rules is approved by the General Meeting. 

MOVED, that the WDSF Presidium be given the mandate to establish a working 
group (comprised of an equal number of representatives from the PD and 
WDSF Presidium) with the task of establishing Supplementary PD Rules (to 
replace the relevant existing PD rules) in time for the 2014 WDSF General 
Meeting and PD Meeting. 

MOVED, the General Meeting resolves that, in the meantime, the regulations 
already established by the PD will continue to apply subject to the observance 
of art. 17 (2) of the Statutes and that the provisions of D.2.2 of the WDSF 
Competitions Rules regarding nationality are part of the requirements 
applicable to the PD pursuant to said article of the Statutes. 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 

22. Member’s Motions – there were none presented 

 

23. Elections of the WDSF Presidium for the period 2013 – 2017 

The President vacated the Chair, however, he first requested that the 
meeting appoint Wolfgang Eliasch to conduct the elections. 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

The Managing Committe and Presidium (except Mr. Tilenni who the 

meeting approved to stay as he was working on the minutes) left the 
podium as their positions were declared vacant. 

Mr. Eliasch explained that the four srcutineers appointed earlier in the day 
would be used for the elections. 

Each candidate was permitted to speak for up to 3 minutes. 

It was moved that if there is only one candidate then members will 
raise their ballots to confirm the election of such candidates. 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 
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23.1 President – only one nomination Mr. Carlos Freitag 

 
Mr. Eliasch from Austria was asked if there were any further nominations, but 
there were none. 
  
An election was conducted and Mr. Eliasch confirmed that the meeting had 
unanimously elected Mr. Freitag.  Mr. Freitag accepted election. 
 

Mr. Freitag said that he will continue to work full time to work for WDSF and 
implement our visions before 2017.   

 
 

The meeting UNANIMOUSLY approved the appointment of Mr. Freitag 

 
Mr. Freitag Accepted the appointment 
 

23.2 First Vice-President – only one nomination Mr. Lukas Hinder 

Mr. Eliasch asked if there were any further nominations, but there were none.  

An election was conducted and Mr. Eliasch confirmed that the meeting had 
unanimously elected Mr. Hinder.  Mr. Hinder accepted election. 

Mr. Hinder sincerely thanked delegates for their trust and support and the 
support of his lovely wife. 

 
The meeting UNANIMOUSLY approved the appointment of Mr. Hinder. 
 

 Mr. Hinder accepted the appointment 

 

23.3 General Secretary – only one candidate Mr. Shawn Tay 

Mr. Eliasch asked if there were any further nominations, but there were none.  

An election was conducted and Mr. Eliasch confirmed that the meeting had 
unanimously elected Mr. Tay.  Mr. Tay accepted election. 

Mr. Tay sincerely thanked members for their support.  Mr. Tay explained that 
he promised his wife that he would only stay a short time if elected.  

 
The meeting UNANIMOUSLY approved the appointment of Mr. Tay 

 
Mr. Tay accepted the appointment 
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23.4 Treasurer only one candidate Mr. Tony Tilenni 

Mr. Tilenni explained that he had been privileged and honored to work for all 
WDSF Members as Treasurer for the last 6 years and he sincerely thanked his 
wife and children for their incredible patience with his WDSF work. 

In re-nominating, Mr. Tilenni explained that one of the things that made WDSF 
incredibly great, was that the members at the AGM had the complete freedom 
and power to elect the most competent people to fill positions on the 
Managing Committee and Presidium.  He asked members to make sure that 
they were never restricted by National or International dance politics as to 
who the AGM could vote to fill these positions.   

Mr. Eliasch asked if there were any further nominations, but there were none.  

An election was conducted and Mr. Eliasch confirmed that the meeting had 
unanimously elected Mr. Tilenni.  Mr. Tilenni accepted election. 

 
The meeting UNANIMOUSLY approved the appointment of Mr. Tilenni 
 

 Mr. Tilenni accepted the appointment 
 

23.5 Sports Director only one candidate Mr. Marco Sietas 

Mr. Eliasch asked if there were any further nominations, but there were none.  

An election was conducted and Mr. Eliasch confirmed that the meeting had 
unanimously elected Mr. Sietas.  Mr. Sietas accepted election. 

Mr. Sietas thanked members for their confidence and support and presented 
Txus with a bunch of roses.  The members broke out into spontaneous 
applause. 

 
The meeting UNANIMOUSLY approved the appointment of Mr. Sietas 
 

Mr. Sietas accepted the appointment 
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23.6 Second Vice-President only one candidate Mr. Michael Eichert 

Mr. Eliasch asked if there were any further nominations, but there were none.  

An election was conducted and Mr. Eliasch confirmed that the meeting had 
unanimously elected Mr. Eichert.  Ms.. Eichert accepted election. 

Ms. Eichert thanked members for the opportunity to serve WDSF as second 
VP. 

Mr. Eichert explained that he wrote the WDSF Competition Rules and finalized 
the ID Card Project.  He had also been for many years as Sports Director of 
DTV. 

 
Mr. Eichert believed in increasing support for couples, for fair DanceSport and 
Communication not confrontation 
 
The meeting UNANIMOUSLY approved the appointment of Mr. Eichert 
 
Mr. Eichert accepted the appointment. 

 

23.7 Up to 6 Ordinary Members of the Presidium 

 
The following persons were nominated by the Presidium: 

 

Mr. Jim Fraser of Canada, Ms. Heidi Goetz of Austria, Mr. Ken Richards 
of USA, Mr. Keiji Ukai of Japan, Mr. Zhang Yi from China and Mr. Sergio 

Rotaris of Italy 
 
The following candidates were nominated from the floor of the 

meeting: 
 

Mr. Flemming Rijs from Denmark 
 
Mr. Vasile Gliga from Romania 

 
The candidates each spoke for 3 minutes. 
 
Mr. Eliasch asked if there were any further nominations, but there were none 
from the floor.  Therefore, he confirmed that delegates can only vote for these 
six candidates or abstain.  If there was a different name or less than six 
names on a ballot paper, then the vote would be invalid. 
 
Mr. Eliasch explained to members that a secret ballot would be conducted and 
how the ballot would be conducted. 
 
The election produced the following results: 
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Result of Votes – only the highest 6 votes were elected 

116  Mr. Fraser 
114  Mrs. Goetz 

97   Mr. Ukai 
93    Mr. Rotaris 
79    Mr. Gliga 

74    Mr. Richards 
 

72    Mr. Zhang Yi 
63   Mr. Fleming Rijs 

 

 
As there were no objections from the floor to the election of the above 

persons, Mr. Eliasch announced that his work as Elections Officer in 
accordance with Swiss Law was finished and he was returning the 
Chair to Mr. Freitag. 

 

24. New Business (Miscellaneous) 

None 

THANKS 

Mr. Freitag thanked members for supporting the Presidium nominated for the 
elections that had just been held.   

He was convinced that WDSF was working in the correct way. 

Mr. Freitag promised members that the new Presidium would work very hard 
for next three years and achieve many more important things. 

Mr. Hinder thanked Mr. Freitag for all his work and his support in this very nice 
and very positive atmosphere. 

Mr. Freitag also expressed his sincere thanks to Marco Sietas for his many, 
many hours of work and, to Txus and German for all their efforts during the 
year and leading up to the AGM. 

A special thanks was expressed by Mr. Freitag for his wife Evelyn for her 
continuous support because the work of the President was not very easy. 

On behalf of the Presidium and Members, Mr. Freitag provided his sincere 
congratulations to Mr. Jimmy Su Jie, the Chinese DanceSport Federation and 
the Chinese Government and Chinese National Olympic Committee for this 
excellent AGM in Shanghai.  There was no doubt that all Delegates were 
delighted with the wonderful organisation, hospitality and work of our Chinese 
Member body.   



 
 
 
 
 

2013 WDSF Annual General Meeting  16th June 2013 
Shanghai (CHINA)  page 33 of 33 

 

25. Adjournment 

The President asked for a Motion to adjourn, and the Meeting voted 
unanimously to adjourn this AGM at 3.45pm. 

 

Carlos Freitag     Shawn Tay 
WDSF PRESIDENT    WDSF General Secretary 

 
 
 

Minutes prepared by Tony Tilenni, WDSF Treasurer 
 

 
The World DanceSport Federation (WDSF, formerly IDSF), is an 
International Sports Federation Recognised by the International 

Olympic Committee (IOC) and a Member of SportAccord, The 
Association of Recognised International Sports Federations (ARISF), 

The International World Games Association (IWGA) and The 
International Masters Games Association (IMGA). 
 

WDSF consists of 90 Country Members of which 66 Country-Members 
are recognised by their own National Olympic Committees. 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 


